
PGPA Act – sections 15-19 
15 Duty to govern the Commonwealth entity 
 (1) The accountable authority of a Commonwealth entity must govern the entity in a 

way that: 
 (a) promotes the proper use and management of public resources for which the 

authority is responsible; and 
 

 (b) promotes the achievement of the purposes of the entity; and 
 

 (c) promotes the financial sustainability of the entity. 

Note: Section 21 (which is about the application of government policy) affects 
how this duty applies to accountable authorities of non-corporate 
Commonwealth entities. 

 (2) In making decisions for the purposes of subsection (1), the accountable authority 
must take into account the effect of those decisions on public resources generally. 

16 Duty to establish and maintain systems relating to risk 
and control 

  The accountable authority of a Commonwealth entity must establish and 
maintain: 

 (a) an appropriate system of risk oversight and management for the entity; and 
 

 (b) an appropriate system of internal control for the entity; 
including by implementing measures directed at ensuring officials of the entity 
comply with the finance law. 

Note 1: An example of a measure directed at ensuring officials of the entity 
comply with the finance law is a measure: 
(a) requiring, as a condition of employment of an official of the entity, 

that the official complies with the finance law; and 
 

(b) specifying sanctions (such as termination) that apply to the official 
for contravening that condition. 

 Such a measure would not be needed for officials to whom the Public 
Service Act 1999 or Parliamentary Service Act 1999 applies because, 
under that Act, sanctions may be imposed on those officials for 
contravening the finance law: see section 32 of this Act. 

Note 2: This duty includes managing consultants and independent contractors 
who work for the entity, even if they are not officials of the entity. 



17 Duty to encourage cooperation with others 
  The accountable authority of a Commonwealth entity must encourage officials of 

the entity to cooperate with others to achieve common objectives, where 
practicable. 

18 Duty in relation to requirements imposed on others 
  When imposing requirements on others in relation to the use or management of 

public resources for which the accountable authority of a Commonwealth entity is 
responsible, the accountable authority must take into account: 

 (a) the risks associated with that use or management; and 
 
 (b) the effects of imposing those requirements. 

19 Duty to keep responsible Minister and Finance Minister 
informed 

(1) The accountable authority of a Commonwealth entity must do the following: 
(a) keep the responsible Minister informed of the activities of the entity and any 

subsidiaries of the entity; 
 

(b) give the responsible Minister or the Finance Minister any reports, documents and 
information in relation to those activities as that Minister requires; 
 

(c) notify the responsible Minister as soon as practicable after the accountable 
authority makes a significant decision in relation to the entity or any 
of its subsidiaries; 
 

(d) give the responsible Minister reasonable notice if the accountable authority 
becomes aware of any significant issue that may affect the entity or 
any of its subsidiaries; 
 

(e) notify the responsible Minister as soon as practicable after the accountable 
authority becomes aware of any significant issue that has affected 
the entity or any of its subsidiaries. 

(2) However, for a Commonwealth entity that is related to a court or tribunal, subsection (1) 
applies only to activities, reports, documents, information or notifications about 
matters of an administrative nature. 

(3) Without limiting subsection (1), the rules may prescribe matters to be taken into account 
in deciding whether a decision or issue is significant. 

(4) The accountable authority must comply with a requirement under paragraph (1)(b) within 
the time limits set by the Minister concerned. 



Relationship with other laws and powers 

(4A) If a Commonwealth entity has enabling legislation, then subsection (1) applies only to 
the extent that compliance with that subsection is not inconsistent with 
compliance with that legislation. 

(4B) This section is subject to any Commonwealth law that prohibits disclosure of particular 
information. 

(5) This section does not limit any other power that a Minister has to require information 
from a Commonwealth entity. 

 


