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Key points 

• New initiatives in the 2025-26 Budget, which were primarily met through
reprioritisation of existing resources, include:

o $61.7 million in 2025-26 to continue to provide regulatory, safety and
policy advice in support of Australia’s acquisition of conventionally-
armed, nuclear-powered submarines (BP 2 – page 35-36)

o $61.7 million over three years from 2024-25 in new funding, including
$17.0 million provisioned in the Contingency Reserve, to support
expansion of the Royal Solomon Islands Police Force (BP2 - page 44)1;

o $24.2 million over two years from 2024-25 for the development of
industrial initiatives to support the 2024 Naval Shipbuilding and
Sustainment Plan and Australia’s ability to build, sustain and operate
maritime capability (BP2 - page 34);

o $17.0 million over two years from 2024-25 to provide additional
military assistance to the Government of Ukraine (BP2 – page 33);
and

o $2.8 million over five years from 2024-25 in new funding for Defence
activities relating to the re-opening of the Australian Embassy in Kyiv,
Ukraine2 (BP2 – page 43).

• Additionally, $41.9 million in 2025-26 has been transferred from the
Department of Defence to the Office of the Special Investigator, the
Attorney General’s Department, and Commonwealth Director of Public
Prosecutions to continue the investigation and prosecution of war crimes
alleged to have been committed by the Australian Defence Force in
Afghanistan (BP2 – pages 21-22).

• On 14 September 2025, the Government announced a commitment of
$12 billion as a down payment towards delivering a Defence Precinct at
Henderson to deliver continuous naval shipbuilding and support AUKUS in
Western Australia. The Defence Precinct is expected to cost in the order
of $25 billion over the decade.

o The financial implications of the Henderson announcement will be
included in the 2025-26 MYEFO.

• Other new initiatives announced since the 2025-26 Budget include:

o $10.0 billion in drone capabilities, including:
 $5.2 billion - $7.2 billion on subsea warfare and uncrewed

maritime systems (page 29 of publicly released IIP),
including $1.7 billion for the acquisition of the Ghost Shark
Extra-Large Autonomous Undersea Vehicle (XL-AUV);

1 Defence component only. 
2 Defence component only. 
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Supporting information 
Questions on Notice 
• No QoNs asked

Freedom of Information (FOI) Requests 
• No FOIs asked

Recent Ministerial Comments 
• Nil

Relevant Media Reporting 
• Australia and Papua New Guinea sign Mutual Defence Treaty | Prime Minister of

Australia, The Hon Anthony Albanese MP, Prime Minister of Australia, 6 October
2025. 

• Joint communique - Papua New Guinea and Australia on a Mutual Defence Treaty
| Prime Minister of Australia, The Hon Anthony Albanese MP and The Honourable
James Marape MP, Prime Minister of Australia, 17 September 2025.

• Joint Statement: Australia-Papua New Guinea Defence Ministers' Meeting |
Defence Ministers, The Hon Richard Marles MP and Dr Billy Joseph, Department of
Defence, 20 February 2025.

• Joint Media Release: Maldives to receive Guardian-class Patrol Boat from Australia
| Defence Ministers, The Hon Richard Marles MP and Mohamed Ghasan
Maumoon, Department of Defence, 2 June 2025.

• US demands Australia lifts defence spending by $40b a year 'as soon as possible' -
ABC News, Jake Evans, ABC News, 2 June 2025.

• Australia and PNG continue to strengthen defence cooperation | Defence
Ministers, The Hon Richard Marles MP, Department of Defence, 12 August 2025.

• Additional Defence funding to deliver the Henderson Defence Precinct | Defence
Ministers, The Hon Anthony Albanese MP, The Hon Richard Marles MP, The Hon
Pat Conroy MP, Department of Defence, 14 September 2025.
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