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From: @pmc.gov.au> 
Sent: Monday, 7 April 2025 2:57 PM
To: CHRISTIE, Jane <Jane.Christie@infrastructure.gov.au>; 

@infrastructure.gov.au>; Crystol FOX
<Crystol.Fox@homeaffairs.gov.au>; Sophie PEARCE
<Sophie.Pearce@homeaffairs.gov.au>; 

@homeaffairs.gov.au>; Sloan, Isobel
<Isobel.Sloan@TREASURY.GOV.AU>; 

TREASURY.GOV.AU>; 
@defence.gov.au>; 

@defence.gov.au>; Paul Schofield <Paul.Schofield@dfat.gov.au>;
McKenna, Colin MR <colin.mckenna@defence.gov.au>
Cc: 

@pmc.gov.au>; Rose, Andrew <Andrew.Rose@pmc.gov.au>; Kachel,
Michael <Michael.Kachel@pmc.gov.au>; 

@pmc.gov.au>; @pmc.gov.au>
Subject: Port of Darwin - media summary and talking points
[SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive]
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Hi all,

Following the announcements from the weekend, PM&C has pulled together a document to
assist with questions you may receive about Port of Darwin. We’ve kept this concise, but
hopefully it should assist with aligning messages across our agencies.
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Be careful with this message
External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the
content is safe.

Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you have any questions or concerns.
. PM&C is keen to stay engaged

with as your thinking develops.

Kind regards,

 | Senior Adviser
Critical Infrastructure & Counter Foreign Interference | National Security Division
Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet
p. @pmc.gov.au

______________________________________________________________________ 
IMPORTANT: This message, and any attachments to it, contains information 
that is confidential and may also be the subject of legal professional or 
other privilege. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you 
must not review, copy, disseminate or disclose its contents to any other 
party or take action in reliance of any material contained within it. If you 
have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately by 
return email informing them of the mistake and delete all copies of the 
message from your computer system. 
______________________________________________________________________
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Please Note: The information contained in this e-mail message and any attached files may
be confidential information and may also be the subject of legal professional privilege. If
you are not the intended recipient, any use, disclosure or copying of this e-mail is
unauthorised. If you have received this e-mail by error please notify the sender
immediately by reply e-mail and delete all copies of this transmission together with any
attachments.
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Port of Darwin 
Talking points  
• Election commitments made by the Prime Minister and Leader of the Opposition in relation 

to the ownership of the Port of Darwin are a matter for each party.  

• As the Australian Government is in caretaker mode, we are unable to comment on the finer 
details or any implementation aspects of these announcements.  

• Further questions should be referred to each party.  

Background 
In 2015, Landbridge, via a wholly-owned subsidiary, acquired a 99-year lease from the Northern Territory 
Government of parts of Darwin Harbour at a cost of $506 million. The Port of Darwin is a small portion of the 
Darwin harbour precinct.  Landbridge Group is a private firm headquartered in Shandong, China.  

 
   

 
 

 

 
 

 

PM&C review into the Port of Darwin. 

On 20 October 2023, PM&C publicly released the findings of its Review into the Circumstances of the Port of 
Darwin lease (the Review).  The Review found that: 

• There is a robust regulatory system in place to manage risks to critical infrastructure, including the 
Port of Darwin; 

• Existing monitoring mechanisms are sufficient and will be ongoing; and 
• As a result, it was not necessary to vary or cancel the lease.  

The following regulatory mechanisms apply to the Port of Darwin: 

• The Maritime Transport and Offshore Facilities Act 2003 
• The Security of Critical Infrastructure Act 2018 (SOCI Act) 
• The Ports Management Act 2015 (NT) 
• Defence Act 1903 and Defence (Special Undertakings Act 1952) 
• Deed of License for Access to the Port of Darwin 
• Criminal Code Act 1995 
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