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Executive Summary

The vision — cross-jurisdictional sharing of nationally-sourced firearms
information for firearms registries and frontline personnel

In response to the December 2022 shooting of two police officers and a member of the
public in Wieambilla, Queensland, National Cabinet saw the need for a register of
nationally-sourced firearms information. The sharing of firearms information across the
Commonwealth, states and territories is essential for keeping Australian communities
and police safe from gun crime.

In the current state, information on firearms and relevant people are collected,
recorded and stored by state and territory registries and relevant Commonwealth
agencies on systems unique to each jurisdiction. Approaches to collecting data are
inconsistent, making the sharing of timely, accurate and complete information across
jurisdictions difficult. This inconsistency and incompatibility of systems and processes
result in slow, often manual processes for sharing firearms information between
registries across jurisdictions. This means police cannot have confidence they are
considering timely, complete and accurate firearms information when managing their
safety risks associated with attending an address or interacting with a member of the
public.

The vision of National Cabinet is therefore of a national register delivering timely and
accurate information on firearms and firearms owners across all jurisdictions to
improve police and community safety. The NFR will deliver this improved safety by:

* Making it possible to track firearms from the cradle to the grave;
* Reducing the risk of the wrong people accessing firearms;
* Enabling consistent approaches to firearms management;

* Enabling data-driven decision-making through analysis, reporting and insights;

* Providing nationally-sourced information and data in near real time to officers in the

field; and

* Enabling continuous improvement through future enhancement of the register and
its supporting systems.
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The solution - a National Firearms Register

The National Firearms Register brings together the firearms information in state and
territory registry systems, making it accessible for registries and frontline personnel
around Australia.

Key features of the NFR:
* Relevant people and individual firearms are uniquely identified in the NFR.

* Changes in state and territory registry systems, and in relevant AGD, ABF and
Defence systems, are uploaded to the NFR in near real time and registries are
notified when action is required as a result of that change (for example, a
firearm is transferred across jurisdictional borders).

* Frontline personnel have access to live NFR information via their state or
territory police information system and NCIS.

* State and territory registries have public-facing portals through which dealers
upload their stock and sales data and verify the validity of licences and permits.

* People will use the portals to lodge applications, notify their change of address,
and otherwise engage with their local firearms registry.
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Principles

As agreed by ACIC, AGD, ABF, Defence, AFP and all state and territory firearms

registries, the National Firearms register will:

OAN OPERATE IN NEAR-
REAL TIME

* Once integrated with the NFR, state and territory
registry systems will continuously share
information with the Register, with new and
updated records uploaded to the NFR every 24
hours

* By the end of Horizon 3 state and territory registry
and ABF systems will create new and updated
records within 24 hours of a decision or event
relevant to a licence, firearm or importation.

8 PROVIDE DETAILS OF
LICENCE HOLDERS

AND APPLICANTS

Every firearm licence applicant and licence holder
in Australia will have a unique person record in the
NFR, identifiable with a unique identification
number.

The NFR data repository will provide details of
each person recorded in the NFR. Details will
include biographical data including a person’s full
name, date and place of birth, address, contact
details and their application, licence and permit
history, as well as links to firearms they currently
and have previously owned.
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PROVIDE A SINGLE
a FIREARM RECORD

Every non-government firearm in Australia will
have a unique record in the NFR, identifiable with
a unique identification number.

Individual firearms will be uniquely identified upon
domestic manufacture or importation to Australia
using the triangulation of the following data: the
serial number, the NFID template and a unique
identifier number.

Individual firearms will be linked in NFR to its
owner — whether it be an importer, a dealer or a
licence holder.

A firearm record will include details on its location
and its ownership history including its importer,
dealer and previous owners (except historical
records, for which such data may not be available).
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Stakeholders who will NOT interact with the NFR

Who we are

Domestic Manufacturers, Importers and Exporters

What we do (relevant to firearms)

How we interact with the NFR

We manufacture, import and/or export firearms into
and out of the Australian market.

We fulfil the desire of Australians to own and acquire
quality firearms, parts, ammunition and accessories.
We understand what our markets want and source the
products that will best suit their needs. We keep across
developments and trends in international markets and
seize opportunities to buy from, or sell to,

manufacturers and dealers inside and outside Australia.

Some of us manufacture firearms, parts,
ammunition and accessories in Australia. We sell our
products to buyers domestically and internationally.

Some of us import firearms, parts, ammunition and
accessories for sale to dealers, individuals,
businesses and organisations in Australia. We apply
for relevant permits to bring such products into the
country and comply with our conditions of
importation.

Some of us export firearms parts, ammunition and
accessories for sale to, or use by, people in countries
other than Australia.
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We provide requested information to the Attorney-
General’s Department, the Department of Defence,
the Australian Border Force, and/or our state or
territory’s firearms registry. We do not interact
directly with the NFR.



Stakeholders who will interact with the NFR

Police Officers

Who we are

What we do (relevant to firearms)

How we interact with the NFR

We keep our communities safe. We work to prevent,

detect and investigate crime and maintain social order.

In relation to firearms, we keep the people in our
jurisdictions safe from gun crime. We prevent and
disrupt the illegal acquisition, use and destruction of
firearms in contravention of our state or territory’s
laws.

Our frontline officers interact with members of the
public every day. Before attending an address,
pulling over a vehicle or speaking with a person we
access information to help assess the risks to our
safety.

We search for, or otherwise locate, firearms as part
of our operational and investigative duties.

We carry out inspections to ensure the safe storage
of firearms and compliance with licence conditions.
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We access firearm-related information through our
jurisdiction’s police system, which integrates with
NCIS.

We provide our state or territory’s registry with
information on firearms we identify, locate or seize
as part of our duties.

Our police systems provide the NFR with updated
information on interstate licence holders when they
commit an offence or otherwise engage in activity
that brings into question their suitability to hold a
firearms licence.
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Stakeholders who will interact with the NFR

Defence

Who we are What we do (relevant to firearms) How we interact with the NFR

Our primary role is to defend Australia and its national * Purchase firearms and weaponry to maintain core * Firearms in Defence’s possession will be marked as

interests, promote security and stability, and support capability “exported” and no longer tracked unless they return

the Australian community as directed by the * Purchase ammunition to maintain core capability to a dealer

Government. * Store ammunition and firearms safely * notify they have taken possession of firearms when
* Track and know all firearms in Defence’s possession being transferred to Defence from a dealer

In relation to firearms we use, maintain, and store a
wide range of firearms as a core functionality of our
role. We purchase firearms (often large orders) from
within Australia and overseas.
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Stakeholders who will interact with the NFR

Who we are

State & Territory Firearm Registries

What we do (relevant to firearms)

How we interact with the NFR

We are an important part of our state or territory’s
police force. We contribute to community safety by
regulating the possession, use and safe storage of
firearms in our jurisdiction.

We do this by issuing firearm licences and permits to
individuals, businesses, clubs and dealers; through
registering firearms; and through ensuring compliance
with relevant legislation and regulation.

We assess the suitability of an individual to own a
firearm

We assess the suitability of an individual to acquire a
particular firearm and impose conditions on the
ownership, use and storage of that firearm

We register and monitor the location and ownership
of firearms in our jurisdiction

We conduct compliance activities to ensure
individuals comply with the conditions of their
licence and permits

We inform and educate the community on safe
firearm use and storage

We engage with investigators, frontline personnel
and ballistics on firearm related information
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We access the NFR to consider information held by
other jurisdictions when assessing an application by
an individual to hold a firearm licence or acquire a
particular weapon

We use NFR information to review the suitability of
an individual to continue to hold a firearm licence in
our jurisdiction

We use the NFR to monitor the transfers of firearms
into and out of our jurisdiction

We upload new and updated records from our
system to the NFR, to allow other jurisdictions to
see and act on our information






Stakeholders who will interact with the NFR

Who we are

At the Attorney-General’s Department, we share
responsibility for firearms in Australia with state and
territory governments. As well as being a federal
government policy owner in this space, we regulate the
importation of firearms to Australia.

At the Australian Border Force, we protect Australia’s
birder and enable legitimate travel and trade. We
enable the safe and secure importation and exportation
of firearms, parts, ammunition and accessories into and
out of Australia. We begin a firearms journey into the
NFR system by designating a digital identification for
firearms entering Australia

Attorney-General’s Department

What we do (relevant to firearms)

& Australian Border Force

We issue (AGD) and verify (ABF) permits to import <
firearms to Australia.

We (ABF) conduct safety testing of some weapons
as they arrive in Australia. .

We (ABF) conduct compliance activities to ensure

the adherence to legislative and regulative

requirements on consignments as they enter and C
leave Australia.

We (ABF) uniquely identify individual firearms as
they enter or leave Australia and record their
movements in our system.

We (ABF) look for and seize weapons that do not
comply with legislation and regulation as they
attempt to cross Australia’s border.
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How we interact with the NFR

We access NFR information when assessing the
suitability of a person to hold an import or export
permit.

We upload new and updated records from our
system to the NFR, to allow firearms registries to
see and act on our information

We (ABF) log firearms entering Australia assigning
them a unique ID in the NFR, enabling firearms to
tracked throughout their lifecycle.
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Stakeholders who will interact with the NFR

Who we are

We trade in firearms, parts, ammunition and
accessories. We buy from and sell to individuals,
businesses, organisations and other dealers. Some of us
import new firearms into the Australian market.

As part of our work, we inform and educate the
community on the safe use and storage of firearms. We
are important agents of community safety.
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What we do (relevant to firearms)

We import, or acquire from wholesalers or domestic
manufacturers, new firearms to sell to individuals,
businesses, organisations or other dealers.

We acquire used firearms from individuals,
businesses, organisations or other dealers.

We help licence holders choose a firearm to suit
their needs. We help people apply for a permit to
acquire the firearm and wait for the registry
decision.

We notify our state or territory registry of changes
to our inventory as a result of acquisitions and sales.
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How we interact with the NFR

We access the NFR to verify the validity of a licence
or permit to acquire.

We submit information on our imports, acquisitions
and sales through our registry’s dealer portal.



Stakeholders who will interact with the NFR

Australian Criminal Intelligence Commission

and business practices for sharing firearms
Specifically relevant to firearms, we provide police with information with the NFR.
valuable tools to reduce and solve firearm-related
crime in Australia, including the NFR. * We conduct investigations, collect intelligence and
furnish advice and assessments to combat serious
and organised crime, sometimes drawing on

firearms-related information.
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Who we are What we do (relevant to firearms) How we interact with the NFR

We protect Australia from serious criminal threats by *  We design, build, implement and sustain the NFR. * We operate and sustain the NFR on behalf of our
coordinating a strategic response and collecting, state and territory partners.

assessing and disseminating intelligence and policing * We coordinate state and territory jurisdictions to

ERTTIh e agree to, and implement, consistent data standards J

We conduct analysis and provide reporting on
firearms and licence holders in Australia.

We access NFR information to support our
investigations, analysis and assessments with
respect to serious and organised crime.
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