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General Comments 

 
On 12 April 2022 the Joint Committee of Public Accounts and Audit (the 

Committee) tabled Report 492 Governance in the Stewardship of Public 

Resources.  

 

The Committee’s inquiry was based on matters contained and associated with 

the following Auditor-General’s Reports:  

 

1. No.11 (2019-20) Implementation of the Digital Continuity 2020 Policy  

2. No.31 (2019-20) Management of Defence Housing Australia  

3. No.39 (2019-20) Implementation of the Commonwealth Scientific and 

Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO) Property Investment Strategy 

4. No. 2 (2020-21) Procurement of Strategic Water Entitlements  

5. No. 9 (2020-21) Purchase of the ‘Leppington Triangle’ Land for the 

Future Development of Western Sydney Airport. 

Report 492 made two recommendations directed to the Department of Finance 

(Finance).  

The Finance response to Recommendation 1 is detailed in this Executive 

Minute. The second recommendation (recommendation 12) requires a 

Government Response and will be addressed separately. 
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Recommendation No: 1 

 

Response: 

Agreed.  

Resource Management Guides (RMGs) and other guidance tools and resources support 

Commonwealth entities and companies in meeting the requirements of the Public Governance, 

Performance and Accountability Act 2013 (PGPA Act) and Public Governance, Performance 

and Accountability Rule 2014 (PGPA Rule), and related policies. The RMGs are reviewed and 

updated in real-time to reflect changes in government policy or Finance law and to take account 

of recommendations made by Parliamentary Committees and Auditor-General (ANAO) 

Reports. 

Given the nature of real-time updating and the ongoing review of RMGs, it is not possible to 

provide specific updates made to RMGs. Nonetheless, Finance notes that all reports released by 

the Committee and ANAO Reports tabled in the Parliament each reporting period are 

monitored by Finance. Analysis of the commentary and recommendations made is undertaken 

to identify trends and emerging issues that may require engagement with entities and any 

amendments to RMGs and other supporting tools and guidance. 
 

Report 492 noted nine key RMGs that assist entities to meet the various requirements under the 

PGPA Act. A status update on these is provided below:  

 

RMG 126 – Government Business Enterprises 

The review of the GBE Guidelines is expected to be completed in 2022-23 and will consider the 

findings of all recent ANAO audits of GBEs as well as recent updates to legislation, good 

governance practice and matters identified in other GBE reviews. Digital enhancements to align 

with the digital first approach will also be undertaken at that time. 

 

RMG 131 – Developing Good Performance Information 

This RMG has been recently streamlined to focus on characteristics of performance measures 

set out in section 16EA of the PGPA Rule. It discusses each of the characteristics and offers 

practical examples for each requirement. It also provides tools, techniques and considerations 

for developing performance measures. 

 

RMG-200 Duties of Accountable Authorities 

This RMG was updated in October 2022. The updates include improving readability and visual 

enhancements to align with the digital first approach. 

 

The Committee recommends that the Department of Finance: 

 

 review, and update as required, its resource management guidance for 

Commonwealth entities under the Public Governance, Performance and 

Accountability Act 2013 (PGPA Act), having regard to Australian National Audit 

Office and Joint Committee of Public Accounts and Audit (JCPAA) findings 

concerning governance in the stewardship of public resources, as well as ANAO 

Audit Insights on this matter; and 

 provide the JCPAA with an update on amendments made to resource 

management guidance to reflect these audit and JCPAA findings. 
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RMG-202 Audit Committees 

This RMG is regularly updated to ensure that links provided within the templates are current. 

Further digital enhancements are proposed in last quarter of 2022. 

 

RMG-203 General Duties of Officials 

This RMG was updated in October 2022. The updates include improving readability and visual 

enhancements to align with the digital first approach. 

 

RMG-206 Accountability Authority Instructions (AAIs) 

This RMG is regularly updated to ensure that links provided are current. Further digital 

enhancements and consideration of any tabled reports recommendations are proposed in early 

2023. 

 

RMG-211 Implementing the Commonwealth Risk Management Policy 

This RMG is currently being reviewed and enhanced to reflect the revised Commonwealth Risk 

Management Policy 2023 approved by the Minister for Finance, Senator the Hon Katy 

Gallagher, in September 2022. The revised policy will come into effect on 1 January 2023.  

 

RMG-415 Commonwealth Grants and Procurement Connected Policies  

This RMG is regularly updated to ensure that links provided are current. Further digital 

enhancements and consideration of content is proposed in early 2023. 

 

RMG-500 Commonwealth Property Management Framework 

This RMG is currently under review. As part of it content review, the RMG will be digitally 

enhanced to align with the digital first approach. This is expected to be updated in early 2023. 

 
For the information of the Committee, a new RMG was released in September 2022.  

 

RMG-129 Reporting performance information in Portfolio Budget Statements 

This RMG was released to assist officials of Commonwealth entities to meet performance 

reporting requirements in the Portfolio Budget Statements. The guidance provides information 

on the requirement to report key activities in current corporate plans that programs relate to and 

clarifies the existing requirement to report linked programs. The guidance will be reviewed and 

updated following the Budget cycle to ensure it remains accurate. 

 

The index of the suite of RMGs is provided at Attachment A (as at 5 October 2022). 

 
 

 

 

Signed by  

 

Jenny Wilkinson PSM 

 

  








