PARLIAMENTARIANS’ OVERSEAS STUDY TRAVEL REPORTS
1 July to 31 December 2008

Background

The previous Government announced on 15 May 2004 that overseas study travel
reports would be tabled in the Parliament.

The reports are consolidated in one document and tabled as a separate volume to the
other two tabled documents, which cover current and former parliamentarians’ travel
costs.

If a Senator or Member has accessed the entitlement but not submitted a report at the
time of preparation of the six monthly document, a page with the name of the Senator
or Member and dates of travel will appear in the document with the annotation ‘No
report received at time of preparation of this document for tabling’. Reports
subsequently received will be included in a future tabling.

Supporting Information

Attachments to reports are bulky and include a wide range of reference material such
as copies of legislation, itineraries and reports prepared by other entities.

These will not be included in the tabled report but will be available on written request
to the Office of the Special Minister of State.

Reports appear in travel date order.
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The National Association of Homelessness has put forward a
number of strategies aimed at developing community initiatives to
target homelessness. A number of these strategies are covered in
the papers presented in Appendix A.

The state Government in Massachusetts realises that homelessness
is something that should be addressed and works hard to ensure
that it remains on the political agenda.

There is a co-ordinated approach to tackling homelessness in
Massachusetts that is being put in place.

There is realisation that the current system is broken, and that
rebuilding is necessary in order to achieve the goals of the
Homeless Commission in Massachusetts.

The rebuilding of the Transitional Assistance system in
Massachusetts will work at ensuring that the right resources are
provided to the right people at the right time. Rebuilding the system
will make sure that the system is focused on helping people rather
than on bureaucracy.

The Department of Transitional Assistance in Massachusetts has
three main goals (see Appendix B). These are:

¢ Increasing the personal and economic well-being of our
clients
Reducing homelessness and

e Improving customer service

According to their Key Facts document, tabled as Appendix C, the
Boston Rescue Mission provides

Over 35,000 shelter beds

Over 130,000 meals

Over 30,000 meals served from our food pantry each year
Over 250 individual meals served per day

There is real benefit to the community by rehabilitating the
homeless instead of simply providing them with a bed.

Massachusetts has recently embarked on a course of health care
reform aiming to extend affordable health insurance to the
uninsured through a public-private partnership. Since there is no
comparable system to Australia’s Medicare in the United States this
is a remarkable initiative. Further information is available in
Appendix D.
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The Special Commission Relative to Ending Homelessness in the
Commonwealth recently tabled a report aimed at providing a
blueprint for the reconstruction of how Massachusetts deals with
homelessness. This reportis available in Appendix E.

Denver, Colorado has been successful in fighting homelessness
through a combination of:

Emergency prevention

Establishing permanent housing

Providing mental health services

Finding employment

Evaluating existing strategies to ensure they work

Further information is available in Appendix F.

There has also been action in San Francisco. Chronic homelessness
dropped 28% in the city. This was achieved over a three year period
from 2002 to 2005.

San Francisco put forward a 10 year plan using initiatives such as:

e Greater collaboration between city departments on the issue
of homelessness

e Working on providing housing for the homeless, as part of
breaking the cycle of homelessness

Further information on San Francisco is available in Appendix G.

N

The incidence of family homelessness is on the increase.

Ending homelessness is possible.

. SOCIAL POLICY

There is a renewed confidence amongst people of faith about
speaking out on issues such as homelessness. This has come about
in recent times as the focus has moved from talking about life issues
solely and instead using faith to guide the entirety of social policy
development.

Churches, and organisations such as the Conference of Catholic
Bishops, have an important role to play in driving social policy to
help disadvantaged groups such as the homeless.
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There are a number of initiatives and organisations in the United
States that present pregnant women with choices and alternatives
to abortion.

The existence of baby safe havens is something that should be
looked at in Australia. A safe haven is a place where women who
are unable, or do not want, to look after their newborn baby are able
to leave their baby to be cared for. They will not be prosecuted for
child abandonment or endangerment if they do so. The child is then
adopted.

This is preferable to babies being abandoned and left to die.
Safe havens provide a viable alternative to abortion.

The number of abortions being carried out in the United States is
actually decreasing.

The provision of pregnancy support services by faith based
organisations has successfully helped women who would otherwise
have aborted their child.

The widespread availability of adult stem cells and their proven
effectiveness in research means that it is unnecessary for
embryonic stem cells to be used.

There has been much controversy over the use of public money to
progress embryonic stem cell research due to the ethical and moral
issues surrounding the procedure.

There have been recent reports of embryonic stem cell lines being
created without the destruction of an embryo. The new method
works by taking an embryo at a very early stage of development and
removing a single cell, which can be coaxed into spawning an
embryonic stem cell line. With only one cell removed, the rest of the
embryo retains its full potential for development.

This is an area that the Federal Government should consider
investigating. Ultimately, after nearly ten years of research, there
are no approved treatments or human trials using embryonic stem
cells.



iii)

CONCLUSION:

| would like to acknowledge the help given to me by the DFAT officers
Joanna Corbett and Elizabeth Willis in New York and Washington
respectively who facilitated my appointments and helped to arrange my
meetings with various groups. | would also like to thank Peter McArdle
at the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference who was able to
recommend a number of people for me to meet with.

| would like to thank those who provided me with material and gave me
permission to incorporate that material into my report. These can be
found in the appendices to this report.

The following conclusions were drawn from this study.

1.

All sides of politics can agree that homelessness is something
that is becoming an increasing problem in what should be
prosperous First World countries.

There is a real difference between State run and independent
homeless shelters in terms of funding models and outcomes.

Homelessness in the United States is a major problem, and the
numbers of homeless dwarf our own. However the issues and
causes of homelessness are comparable and similar strategies
can be used in either country.

The lack of a national strategy, and differing funding models
between States, mean that it is difficult for a coherent strategy
to be developed in the United States.

Helping the homeless is not enough. To help break the cycle it
is necessary to deal with issues that cause homelessness, like
mental iliness, domestic violence and drug addiction.

Faith based organisations can provide the sense of community
that is needed to help break the cycle of homelessness.

The growing rich-poor divide in the United States under the
current administration means that there is a real risk that
homeless people will be left behind and unable to break out of
the cycle.

It is important that advocates for the homeless are better able
to reach policymakers and put forward their suggestions.



10.

11.

12.
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There is a role for faith based organisations in dealing with
moral problems such as abortion, the use of embryonic stem
cells in research and therapeutic cloning.

Embryonic stem cell research is an issue that needs to be
addressed again, as other scientific research techniques
render it unnecessary.

The therapeutic cloning debate in the United States is at a
similar stage as it is in Australia.

A number of initiatives that are being used in the United States
to bring abortion numbers down should be looked at for use in
Australia. These include baby safe havens, which provide a
safe place for unwanted babies to be left.

I note that in accordance with Clause 9.5 of the Remuneration Tribunal
Determination 2005/09 a copy of this statement may be obtained from
you upon request by any Member or Senator.

| also note that this statement may be tabled in Parliament at your
discretion.

Yours sincerely

SENATOR HELEN POLLEY
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SENATOR THE HON. RON BOSWELL

THE NATIONALS
SENATOR FOR QUEENSLAND

Senator the Hon John Faulkner
Special Minister of State

Suite MG 61

Parliament House

CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear Minister

In accordance with the requirements of Clause 9.2(b) of Remuneration Tribunal Determination 2006/18
(the Determination), | submit the following statement reporting on my recent overseas study journey:

(i) (@) Confirmation of Purpose(s):

| made a three day visit as planned to East Timor encompassing the areas from Dili to Baucau and
Vigueque, to observe the situation facing East Timorese development and increase my understanding of
the role played there by the Australian Defence Forces, the Australian government and non-government
organisations. In particular, | attended the opening of a senior high schoo! as a special invited guest.

(b) Itinerary:
SUNDAY JULY 6
7:00am Darwin to Dili flight Air North TL500.
8:15 Arrival Dili
Party is met by ISF ground transport
Meeting with Ambassador Peter Heyward
9:00 Depart for Baucau (approx 3 hours by road)
12:00 Arrival Baucau;
check in Pousada de Baucau
Visit ADF FOB Baucau — Security Briefing
15:00 Escort and Boswell party travel to Darasula village to visit Katilosa NGO building project.
Visit projects in Baucau. Return to Pousada Hotel
Suite S1-44 Parliament House Level 36, Waterfront Place
Tok (02) 6277 3046 www.ronboswell.com BRISBANE GLD 4000

Fax: (02) 6277 5724 Tel: (07) 3001 8150



19:00 Evening meal Maristas

20:30 Retire (Pousada de Baucau).

Overnight Baucau

MONDAY JULY 7

8:00 Departure for Viqueque (2.5 hours by road) with escort
10:30 Opening of Sao Estevao School

Festa launch with townspeople.

13:00 Departure for Baucau (2.5 hours by road) with escort

15:30 Arrival Baucau

Visit ADF FOB Baucau; meet with ADF, address.

16.00 Visit to ICFP — Marist Teachers College and créche — with escort
18:30 ~ Pre-dinner drinks at Hotel followed by dinner (hosted by MSO and Baucau Maristas).
Overnight Baucau
TJUESDAY JULY 8
4:00 Departure for Dili {(approx 3 hours) with escort
9:00am Dili to Darwin
Air North TL501

(if) Key meetings and outcomes/findings:

Key meetings are listed above in the itinerary. In addition, | met with the Bishop of Baucau, the Vice-
Education Minister, several village chefes (headmen), NGO staff and ADF personnel. The outcomes were
firstly a rapid increase in my knowledge and understanding of a range of problems confronting the East
Timorese as they try to get their new nation running in a democratic and economically self-sufficient
manner. While possessing abundant natural mineral resources, there is minimum delivery of government
services and basic infrastructure. The role of NGOs is very valuable to the country. The Marist Teachers
Training College that | visited is the only source of primary school teachers in East Timor and cannot
produce nearly the amount of teachers required. Education for the children is at the top of the priority list
for ordinary village families, many of whom do not even have access to a village well for their water. With
water, their whole outlook can improve overnight. Water brings not only sustenance but farming and
business opportunities. The ADF personnel were outstandingly professional and committed to their role in
East Timor. Opportunities for employment for local men are extremely limited and can be seen as a
potential threat to stability if this situation continues. China and Cuba have built notable presences in East
Timor. The demands on teachers, students and those wanting to interact with the Timorese at any level are



considerable and confusing where different languages are used for different functions (Portuguese, Tetun,
English and indonesian).

(iii) Conclusion:

East Timor is a neighbour state where Australia has invested much and where we will continue to play a
significant role in the country’s development and security. It is in our interest to be informed about East
Timor’s progress and the challenges ahead. | intend to follow up my contact with East Timor well into the
future.

In particular, the situation facing many unemployed East Timorese has informed my understanding of the
issues facing Australia as it considers whether to allow guest workers from East Timor to Western Australia
—a proposal currently before the government.

I note that in accordance with Clause 9.5 of the Determination a copy of this statement may be obtained
from you upon request by any Member or Senator. | also note that this statement may be tabled in
Parliament at your discretion.

Yours sincerely

7 - /[
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Senator the Hon Ron Boswell

22 August 2008



Friday 22 August 2008

Senator the Hon John Faulkner
Special Minister of State

Suite MG61

Parliament House
CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear Minister

In accordance with the requirements of Clause 9.2(b) of Remuneration Tribunal
Determination 2006/18 (the Determination), I submit the following report on my
recent overseas study journey.

I note that in accordance with Clause 9.5 of the Determination a copy of this
statement may be obtained from you upon request by any Member of Senator. I also

note that this statement may be tabled in Parliament at your discretion.

Yours sincerely

Sharman Stone
Shadow Minister for the Environment,
Heritage, the Arts and Indigenous Affairs

426 Wyndham Street Shepparton Victoria 3630  Phone Toll Free: 1300 132 413 Fax: (03) 5821 8429



Report on the Study Tour undertaken by Dr Sharman Stone, Member for
Murray and Shadow Minister for the Environment, Heritage the Arts and
Indigenous Affairs: July 15" to August 2" 2008.

The purpose of the tour was to gain information to better inform policy development
and understanding of international comparisons and developments across my shadow
portfolio responsibilities, and of direct relevance to the electorate of Murray. These
issue areas included:

Responses to environment sustainability in agribusiness in the light of climate
change in Chile, Argentina and the UK

Including alternative renewable energy development and legislation/regulation, other
escalating input costs of agribusiness production effecting viability , research
developments in methane reduction from livestock, and the role and efficacy of
ecosystem stewardship programs;

Indigenous and post colonial built heritage regulation and protection in Chile,
Argentina, UK,

Including trends and dimensions of costs of protecting and maintaining designated
heritage; the source of this funding (public versus private); the regulatory interface
between local, provincial and the national regulatory regimes for dealing with urban
development pressures; and the identifying, ranking, funding and preserving of
heritage, issues of public access, multiple usage and private ownership,

The preservation of WW2 Commonwealth War Graves in Germany:

In particular an assessment of the awareness, maintenance and interpretation of the
only Commonwealth War Graves WW2 Cemetery in Germany.

Australian-Chinese Cooperation in Heritage Protection and training: Hong
Kong in particular in relation to collections, museums and urban development.

The Role of the National Trust in heritage protection in the UK

Heritage theatre renovation:Argentina. Consideration of a large scale opera
theatre restoration to better inform the way forward for the Sydney Opera House
interior refurbishment.

The potential for circus for promoting disadvantaged youth development:Chile

In particular assessing the potential for Australian indigenous youth support.

Indigenous support and development programs:Canada. In particular programs
for indigenous people in custody, the role of indigenous managed programs, the role



of cultural maintenance in reducing social isolation, building self esteem and
independence.

Program of consultations:

1. Alternative energy and biodiversity protection, in Chile, in particular in relation
to renewable energy was explored through meetings in Santiago, Chile with senior
management of GHD (an Australian based engineering company ) who have contracts
to undertake environmental assessments and monitoring, public consultation and
communication in the development of hydro and wind turbine power in Chile. They
are assisting in particular with the environmental impact assessments for new
developments, designing new methodology for assessments where there are no local
audits of species or benchmark data to use.

Chile has only implemented a regime of Environmental Protection law two years ago.
Of particular interest to Australia is their regime for reducing speculation in the
acquisition of water rights. For example, when water rights are not used for
consumption or other development purposes they attract a tax.

The Chilean Water Act also set a 10% environmental flow for rivers. GHD has been
doing the work for the government to validate these environmental flows, however
they have had to set the critical habitat needs for native fish species using data for
similar species in other countries.

Australian companies are significant investors in Chile, in mining and now in new
energy diversification. Chile Government statistics put the value of Australian
investment for 2006 at US$3billion.

Meetings with the General Manager of Latin America Pacific Hydro (another
Australian grown company) built on this information, in particular about Chile’s
regulatory regime and further opportunity for Australian involvement, the scope and
scale of wind power generation and the potential for hydro power in Chile.

Pacific Hydro has a 50% stake in the joint venture construction of the 155 MW La
Higuera plant on the Tinguiririca River, and other significant contracts.

Chile has recently and with little warning lost its security of supply of natural gas
from Argentina, and now is in a race against time to become more self sufficient in
energy production.

2.Agriculture and Climate Change Adaptation

In Argentina I met with senior officers of he National Institute of Agricultural
Technology (INTA), a government funded research development agency dealing
exclusively with the agricultural sector. It has a budget of some US$60m a year drawn
from taxes on imports. It operates 42 experimental stations, 240 smaller technology



transfer units and 12 research institutes located across the agricultural regions of
Argentina.

Besides aiming to increase production efficiency, diversification, sustainability and
technology transfer, it also is charged with enhancing the living conditions of rural
populations.

Argentina also has the familiar problems of few skilled workers entering the industry
and the declining status of agriculture as an industry attracting top graduates and
entreprencurs.

The INTA has joint ventures with the private sector but has also international
agreements for cooperation with Germany, France, the World Bank and FAO. They
are seeking closer cooperation with Australia and NZ, in particular in relation to their
research work in reducing emissions from cattle. They are currently also considering
feed alternatives and issues of measurement of emissions.

Progress to date with this research was shared.

In the UK discussions were held with specialists from the Department of the
Environment, Farming and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) including the managers of the
Climate and Energy/Agriculture and Climate Change Project, the Bio-diversity and
Agri-Environment Schemes and the Adaptation of Agriculture to Climate Change
policy and programs team.

A great deal of work is now being undertaken in preparation for hotter, wetter, and
stormier conditions climate change is likely to bring to the UK. UK along with the
EU has determined that at this stage agriculture will not be included in the ETS, but
rather, will be given a great deal of incentive to adapt and mitigate detrimental effects
of changing climatic conditions. Much of this policy direction is informed by the
government’s view that the UK should not allow carbon leakage to other food
producers and it retains a strong belief in the need to remain self sufficient in fresh
food production.

The incentives for biodiversity protection,. the better management of livestock
emissions, the build up of more carbon in soils and in vegetation sinks are being
offered through their Environmental Stewardship payments. (An environmental
stewardship program was funded and promoted by Australia’s Coalition but has not
been funded by the new Rudd Government.)

The nexus between the EU CAP subsidies and UK’s Environmental Stewardship
financial support was analysed. There are additional financial incentives for organic
agricultural production systems. :

The managers discussed how they aim to maximise the opportunities climate change
presented to the UK in the shape of longer and warmer growing seasons and the
reduced competition they anticipate from traditional competitors in the markets from
the southern hemisphere.



The expectations of the additional risk from some livestock diseases and plant
pathogens is being researched as ranges are expected to extend into the UK.

Alternative renewable fuels derived from the agriculture sector are under detailed
consideration, and traditional practices such as peat extraction is now being serious
review.

Other agricultural sustainability research and programs in the EU were identified,
compared and evaluated.

3. Personal development programs for Canadian indigenous men in custody,
their families and communities to reduce recidivism, build financial
independence and self actualisation in Alberta Province, Canada.

As in Australia, Aboriginal people in Canada tend to be overrepresented in the
criminal justice system.

The Native Counselling Services of Canada is a long established and highly
successful not for profit organisation which has a plethora of programs delivered
under contract for Alberta Justice, Justice Canada, the Correctional Services of
Canada, Alberta Child and Community Services, Health Canada, the Indian
Residential Schools Resolution Canada (Government of Canada) and Canadian
Heritage.

The focus of many of the programs is to ensure clients have culturally appropriate
reliable assistance as they come into contact with Child intervention services or with
courts. Family court workers are trained in alternative dispute resolution and peace
making. This service has been offered for over 30 years.

Visits were made to the Stan Daniels Healing Centre, Edmonton, a 72 bed
community correctional centre with a section 81 designation under Canadian Law.
Residents are either on day or full parole or continue to have inmate status.

A key to the program is the engagement of Elders who work with inmates in a variety
of personal development programs that address family loss, relationship breakdown,
violence, drug and alcohol addiction and employment readiness. Courses in computer
repairs are also taught. “In Search of Your Warrior” is a program central to the
building of identity and self esteem of inmates. Elders facilitate ceremonies, sweat
lodges and individual counselling through the use of traditional teachings.

The involvement of community elders is considered one of the main ingredients for
success , with these men providing inmates with a new sense of identity and a
spiritual foundation. Recidivism has been significantly reduced through this program,
which provides on going mentoring once inmates are released.

The Native Counselling Services of Alberta is seeking to re-establish a live in “bush-
camp” experience for offenders and those at risk. Thgis took the form of camps of
several weeks duration where men learned survival skills and addressed some of their
personal problems. Community concern about the possibilities of anti-social
behaviour in minimum security situations in the country-side saw the program close



some years ago. Its success in helping disadvantaged youth and others was well
established however and there is now strong support for the program to recommence.
This program bore more than passing resemblance to NT bush-camps for juvenile
offenders.

A Canadian Indigenous Youth-Northern Ireland exchange appears to have great
benefits, where each year five 16to19 year olds exchange, and are expected to learn
about the cultures of one another, to challenge the stereotypes and develop trust and
respect. The participants are expected to raise between $500 and $1500 to finance part
of the cost. Following the exchange the youths involved are expected to present their
own experiences and train their peers in their new found information. This has often
been a life changing experience for the participants. I can see how, with proper
sponsorship and mentoring a similar type of exchange, say, with NZ could be a very
valuable experience for Australia’s indigenous youth participants. The Canadian
program is managed by the Native Counselling Services of Alberta.

Cunningham Place: Transitional Youth Housing Project in Edmonton. This was
a very impressive program and place with highly dedicated staff supervising alow
rental but very well appointed and 24 hour supervised hostel situated close to the
CBD.

Cunningham Place offers places for newly released ex-offenders as well as to
previously homeless, or inadequately housed individuals, or those coming from
remote parts of the Province who need accommodation while the study or undertake
training. The place is very functional but attractive, including a healing room for
counselling. Residents pay according to their means, with adjustments made as their
circumstances change. Men and women are co-located in the same building.
Residents are expected to have a goal. Progress towards that goal is discussed
between the management and resident on a regular basis.

There is great need for such accommodation in Australia’s capitals and regional
centres. How this project was funded and its ongoing management was most
instructive.

4. Circus in support of disadvantaged youth development:Chile

The Cirque du Monde is part of a growing international network of circus companies
which are promoting circus as one of the fastest growing areas of performance and
entertainment.

The Cirque du Monde in Santiago Chile, (which has close ties with the National
Institute of Circus Arts (NICA) in Australia) has been funded by their government
and philanthropic trusts to take circus training to some of their most disadvantaged
suburbs in Santiago, where the whole family is engaged to support the student
selected to learn modern circus skills. These skills include aerial work, gymnastics
and dance related stills, balancing , juggling and clowning.

Students with school retention and other behavioural issues are targeted via the
schools from some of the poorest parts of the city, and invited to participate in



afterschool and weekend training. Results have shown that such engagement has built
student’s self esteem, physical and emotional well being, their trust in peers, and
commitment to completing their schooling.

Students participate from age 10 to 17. They may graduate into professional circus
training at the end of the special school level classes.

Despite it being a public holiday in Chile, the students voluntarily returned to the
circus to perform for me in a special program which included each participant
describing their own experience of Cirque du Monde, their aspirations, their personal
development and life changes through the experience of the circus.

The program managers, including the family counsellors added valuable information
about funding challenges, the role of the government and schools and their
relationships with the international movement.

This program compares with indigenous community engagement with circus training
provided with the National Institute of Circus Arts (NICA) in Australia. It is part of a
world wide movement in engaging challenged children through the skills of circus
performance. This programme demonstrated how much more can be done in
Australia developing like minded programs, with adequate funding arrangements.

5. Heritage Opera House Refurbishment, Argentina

South America’s most famous opera house the Teatro Colon in Buenos Aires was
closed for refurbishment in 2006. It was expected to be reopened for its centenary in
2008. It is now predicted that the works will not be complete until 2010.

The Colon shares the distinction with the Sydney Opera House of being visited by
70% of the foreign tourists to the city where it is located, and was suffering from
inadequate fire prevention infrastructure, disability access, and performer spaces. In a
comprehensive tour of the reconstruction site followed by further discussions with the
construction manager and artistic director the problems of construction funding and
lost performance opportunity was identified and quantified, the management and
costs of the continuation of the more than 1500 opera company, orchestra and opera
house management staff, and the problem of maintaining subscribers and finding
suitable alternative performance venues was also discussed. A small
performance/costume museum has been opened in one of the underground levels of
the theatre to maintain some access for visitors with mixed success.

These discussions helped identify the challenges ahead with the refurbishment of the
interior of the Sydney Opera House.

6. Heritage Protection and regulation: Chile, Argentina, UK and HongKong
Meetings with the Director of the Council of National Monuments, Commission of

Architectonic Heritage and Urban Patrimony in Santiago, Chile gave great insight into
the challenges of indigenous antiquities preservation in Chile, as well as the



protection of post colonial built heritage in rapidly growing and heavily polluted
cities. Legislation regimes in Chile were compared with those in Australia, in
particular where land holders may purchase a property which includes buildings or
places of national significance. Such places come under the management and
protection of the government. Indigenous sites of significance are protected through
the creation of national reserves. The problems of recruiting staff with appropriate
skills to manage heritage collections and to identify places and artifacts at risk is a
significant problem.

Chile looks to Australia to assist in Pacific Island heritage preservation policy and
skills development, given the Easter Islands are in their control. They will soon be
participating in conferences to be held in Australia.

Chile’s interpretative materials are well developed and expert. comprehensively
documenting their built heritage. Australian materials can be much improved.

Clearly Chile has challenges much like those in Australia, although their quantity of
indigenous heritage is far less.

Chile does not have a developed voluntary sector engaged in heritage protection in the
way that UK and Aust have evolved. They see this as a future prospect.

7. Built Heritage protection in Buenos Aries, Argentina

I met with the Under Secretary of Heritage, Ministry of Culture, Buenos Aires City
Government and their Director of Institutional Relations in their magnificent heritage
building in BA where we discussed the difficulties of managing the protection of
heritage in a city where inner city real estate in particular is priced at a premium.

The heritage protection regimes of Argentina and Australia were compared along with
the strategies available to induce developers to comply with regulations.

The City has difficulty in maintaining a consistent approach to planning given the
number of national government properties, and their ability to ensure their planning
dictates prevail. There are also the usual problems of the cost of refurbishing historic
buildings built without regard for disability access, modern fire control and other
occupational, health and safety considerations.

The training of modern tradesmen in older skills, for example maintaining frescoed
ceilings, wall murals etc is a problem, and the cost is so prohibitive that the private
sector is often unable to do the necessary work At the same time the City Council
understands and appreciates the need to protect the heritage of the city. The
standards of maintenance and upkeep of the public precincts, in particular the area
declared an historic zone in the 1970s, San Telmo, had to be appreciated.

8. Heritage protection in the UK in particular the work of the National Trust was
investigated through interviews with key Trust personnel, in particular those involved
in the preservation, interpretation and funding of historic garden/landscapes, and the



fund raising challenges as properties deteriorate or age and more are offered to the
nation for protection.

Three quite different heritage listed, national trust properties were visited with trust
specialists providing information about the expansion of tourist product offered on
location and special events development to supplement (the not inconsiderable)
entrance fees. The issues and costs associated with adaptations to the heritage
properties to accommodate multiple uses to broaden the appeal to children and
families, for training classes, musical performances, creative workshops etc was
detailed.

The UK is experiencing a downturn in heritage property visitor numbers, causing
much concern about future funding. The trust is making use of raffles for fund raising
and aiming wherever possible to replace professional staff with volunteers, in
particular volunteers embedded in organisations different to the National Trust so
these groups can apply for grants from the government for garden preservation,
related nature conservation, or climate change adaptation in heritage farmland etc.

Comparisons were made between the legislation in UK and Australia governing the
declaration and protection of different levels of heritage, and the public/private
ownership interface. Compared with Australia the UK has a far bigger inventory of
built heritage, as well as very significant archaeological sites to protect and preserve,
but it also has a much bigger population and more developed tourism to help fund the
work through properly managed visiting.

Australia’s National Trust has not developed the same volunteering network and
numbers who are now the mainstay of guiding and maintenance of the heritage
properties open for visiting in the UK. For example, Clandon Park, a medium sized
property has 160 “stewards” rostered on a full day at a time, or for a morning or
afternoon from March to November. The inducements are discounts off NT admission
changes and in their shops, access to their library and a Christmas lunch.

The NT is concerned about the ageing of their volunteers, and their steady decline in
numbers. As many of the historic gardens are now becoming heat stressed and
watering systems are being considered for the first time in some places, more skilled
volunteers are needed. The NT is also becoming more discriminating in accepting the
number of properties offered to them for inheritance or to be maintained by the NT
while the owning families remain in residence.

There is much for Australia to learn in presentation and interpretation, as well as

multiple uses and associated product development if we are to put our heritage stock
on a better financial footing.

8. The Commonwealth War Graves managed RAF cemetery in Germany
contains the remains of commonwealth crews flying with the RAF and shot down
between 1939 and 1945. This is one of the smallest, least known and least visited war
cemeteries in Europe, located in the middle of Reichswald Forest near Essen and the
Dutch border. It contains Australian, NZ, Canadian and British aircrew, as well some
Commonwealth infantry killed nearby in the Dutch-German border region.



The cemetery is very carefully maintained, but not signposted and difficult to find. Its
location is not marked on most maps. Locals seemed unaware of its existence. The
prominently displayed visitors book showed virtually no listings of Australian
visitors over the years since the book began . ~ As an important part of Australia’s
remembered WW2 war effort in Europe and respect for the very young Australian
men buried there the location of and information about this cemetery needs to be
better integrated into Australia’s references and ceremonies of remembrance . 1 will
endeavour to do this.

9. Museum and private collection challenges and built heritage protection in
Hong Kong

Australia has signed an MOU with the Chinese government recognising our mutual
interest in heritage protection and the potential for skills transfer. Sydney Uni sends
staff to teach conservation courses and museum studies in Hong Kong.

The Chief Curator of the Hong Kong Museum of History and several of her senior
managers briefed me on the challenges of maintaining the collections in the Hong
Kong Museum.

The museum employs 100 staff and is 94% government funded. Admission fees are
very small and free for children. There is 15% from sponsorship, mainly from the
bank of China, but the museum of Arts tends to attract greater levels of private
sponsorship.

There is now much concern on the mainland of China that tourist numbers are now
damaging the fabric and experience of built heritage places. Like in the UK, the
number of visitors is taking gardens off limits and challenging the policy of open
access to the interiors of some buildings.

There continues to be few restrictions on the sale and export of antiquities from
China. Thus, while the current and very excellent temporary exhibition in the HK
museumn is the representation of the horse in China through the ages, the local
antique galleries and shops were taking advantage of this focus and heightened
interest in advertising and offering museum quality, authentic ancient depictions and
other horse pieces for sale. The Curators were very concerned at the continuing loss
of China’s heritage in this unregulated and unrestricted market.

There are now Antiquities and Monuments regulations in HK designed to retain what
pre or post colonial heritage remains. Land exchange is offered to help save building
otherwise to be demolished.

The HK government is now considering a Heritage Trust along the lines of that in UK
to bring more private citizen involvement and sponsorship to heritage protection. The
Lord Wilson Heritage Trust was formed in 1997 but there have been insufficient
funds to achieve much so far.

Dr Sharman Stone 20 August 2008.
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Phone: 03 9557 4644 * Fax: 03 9557 2906 ¢ Email: andrew.robb.mp@aph.gov.au * Web: www.andrewrobb.com.au

4 September 2008

Senator the Hon John Faulkner
Special Minister of State

Suite MG 61

Parliament House
CANBERRA ACT 2600

Fohm
Dear%ﬁéer

In accordance with the requirements of Clause 9.2(b) of Remuneration Tribunal Determination
2006/18 (the Determination), I submit the following statement reporting on my recent overseas study
journey:

@) (a) Confirmation of Purpose

In my capacity as Shadow Minister for Foreign Affairs, travel was undertaken with the Shadow
Parliamentary Secretary for Foreign Affairs, Senator Marise Payne. The purpose of the visit was to
study the effectiveness of Australia's aid in improving areas of human rights, HIV Aids, gender
issues and business development. The visit included meetings with parliamentarians, business
organisations and non government organisations.

(b) Itinerary

Depart Sunday 20 July at 7:00pm QF462 Melbourne to Sydney Arrive: 8:30pm
Depart Monday 21 July at 7:30am QF313 Sydney to Port Moresby Arrive: 11:25am
Depart Wednesday 23 July at 9:25am QF384 Port Moresby to Cairns Arrive: 10:50am
Depart Wednesday 23 July at 1:25pm QF703 Cairns to Melbourne Arrive: 4:50pm

Accommodation in Sydney was at the Airport Mercure Hotel
Accommodation in Port Moresby was at the Holiday Inn, Port Moresby



(i)  Key Meetings and Outcomes / findings

Attached please find the programme scheduled with the assistance of the Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade. I attended all meetings as scheduled.

(iii)  Conclusion

The study tour contributed to a greater understanding of the many challenges faced in helping Papua
New Guinea deal with the issues of human rights, HIV AIDS, gender issues, aid programs and
business development opportunities. In addition, the tour helped me make a number of significant
contacts at a Parliamentary, bureaucratic and NGO level. These contacts will help to further inform
me of steps Australia can take to assist this important neighbour.

Yours sincerely

7
ANDREW ROBB
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SECURITY AND MEDICAL INFORMATION

A high degree of personal security awareness should be exercised at
all times. There is a high prevalence of crime in Port Moresby. In Port
Moresby, you should not leave your accommodation except by car.

The Australian High Commission Medical Clinic in Port Moresby is
staffed by a registered nurse and is open between 0800 and 1600 each
day. The Clinic’s number is 325 9333 ext 243.

Should you require the services of a medical practitioner outside
Clinic opening hours we suggest the following clinics/hospitals.

For GP consultations:

Port Moresby Medical Service

Cnr Vaivai Avenue and Mavaru Street
Boroko (behind St Jospeh’s school)
Ph 325 6633

For X-rays, scans and emergencies:

Pacific International Hospital
Above 4 Mile PMV stop
Boroko

Ph 323 4400



VISIT PROGRAMME
Monday 21 July

11.25 Arrive Jackson’s Airport Port Moresby from Sydney on
QF313

Met by: Ms Ann Harrap, Acting High Commissioner
Mr Simon Fellows, Third Secretary

11.45 Depart airport for Holiday Inn
12.00 Arrive Holiday Inn, check-in and freshen up
12.30 Meet at Kopi Haus Restaurant, Holiday Inn, for

introductory briefing over lunch.

With: Ms Ann Harrap, Acting High Commissioner,
and Ms Margaret Thomas,
Minister Counsellor, AusAID

13.45 Depart Holiday Inn for Credit Haus

14.00 Arrive Credit Haus for presentation and briefing on PNG
LNG project

Met by: Mr Patrick Henretty, Managing Director,
Esso Highlands,
Ms Anna Schulze, Public Affairs Manager,
Esso Highlands,
Mr Simon Fellows, Third Secretary, and
Mr Sandy Campbell, Third Secretary

15.00 Depart Credit Haus for Pacific Place

15.15 Arrive Rio Tinto, 6% Floor Pacific Place, for mining briefing

Met by: Mr Paul Coleman, Manager,
Rio Tinto Minerals Ltd (PNG)

With: Mr Simon Fellows, Third Secretary, and
Mr Sandy Campbell, Third Secretary

15.55 Transfer to 34 Floor



Monday 21 July (continued)

16.00

16.45
17.00

17.15

18.00
18.50
19.00

21.30

21.40

Arrive InsPac, 3t Floor Pacific Place, for Transparency
Intermational briefing

Met by:

With:

Mr Richard Kassman,

Transparency International Board Member
Mr Simon Fellows, Third Secretary, and
Mr Sandy Campbell, Third Secretary

Depart Pacific Place for Holiday Inn

Arrive Holiday Inn

Meet at Holiday Inn poolside terrace for informal

discussion

With:

Free time

The Hon Bart Philemon MP,

Deputy Leader of the Opposition, and

Mr Qwentan Cholai, First Secretary to Mr
Philemon.

Depart Holiday Inn for Jepello Restaurant

Arrive at Jepello Restaurant for dinner

With:

Ms Ann Harrap, Acting High Commissioner
Mr Ross Hammond, Managing Director
Westpac PNG,

Mr Julian Barry, Regional General Manager
QANTAS,

Mr David Guinn, Principal GuinnPKK
Chartered Accountants, and,

Mr John Brand, Senior Trade Commissioner,
Austrade

Depart Jepello Restaurant for Holiday Inn

Arrive Holiday Inn — no further engagements



Tuesday 22 July

08.00

08.45

08.55

09.00

09.45

10.30

11.15

11.45

Breakfast briefing at Holiday Inn Kopi Haus restaurant

With: Federal Agent Steve Hulbert,
AFP Senior Liaison Officer

Depart Holiday Inn for Parliament House

Accompanied by: Ms Ann Harrap,
Acting High Commissioner

Arrive Parliament House

Met by: Mr Simon Fellows, Third Secretary

Meeting with Hon Ferao Orimyo MP, Room B1-78,
Parliament House

With: Ms Ann Harrap,
Acting High Commissioner, and
Mr Simon Fellows, Third Secretary

Meeting with Hon Sasa Zibe MP, Minister for Health and
HIV/AIDS, and

Mr Yawa Silupa, Parliamentary Secretary for Health,
Room B2-14, Parliament House

With: Ms Ann Harrap,
Acting High Commissioner, and
Mr Simon Fellows, Third Secretary
Joined by: Ms Margaret Thomas,
Minister Counsellor, AusAID

Meeting with Hon Sam Basil MP, Room BG-20,
Parliament House

With: Ms Ann Harrap,
Acting High Commissioner, and
Mr Simon Fellows, Third Secretary

Meeting with Hon Timothy Bonga MP, Chair of the Public
Accounts Committee, Room BG-4, Parliament House

With: Ms Ann Harrap,
Acting High Commissioner, and
Mr Simon Fellows, Third Secretary

Depart Parliament House for Tisa House



Tuesday 22 July (continued)

11.55

12.00

12.45

13.00

14.15

14.30

15.20
15.30

16.15

Arrive Auditor-General’s office Tisa House

Met by: Mr Mark Bailey, Counsellor, AusAID
Mr John Hawley, Strongim Gavman
Program adviser

Meeting with George Sullimann, PNG Auditor-General
With: Mr Mark Bailey, Counsellor, AusAID
Depart Parliament House for Australian High Commission

Arrive Australian High Commission for lunch

With: Ms Margaret Thomas,
Minister Counsellor, AusAID
Mr Mark Bailey, Counsellor, AusAID
Ms Ann Malcolm, Senior Program
Coordinator, HIV/AIDS program
Mr Abraham Opito, HIV/AIDS adviser
Dr Ninkama Moiya, HIV/AIDS adviser
Ms Angela Madie-Filer, gender and
social development adviser

Depart Australian High Commission for Business
Coalition against HIV/AIDS (BAHA), Nasfund Building,
Four mile

Accompanied by: Mr Mark Bailey, Counsellor, AusAID
Arrive BAHA for briefing on HIV program

With: Mr Mark Bailey, Counsellor, AusAID

Depart BAHA for Deloitte Tower

Arrive Deloitte Tower for UNICEF briefing

With: Ms Jacqui Badcock,
UNDP Resident Coordinator, and
Ms Phazin Oo, UNICEF Deputy Director and
officer in charge
Mr Mark Bailey, Counsellor, AusAID

Depart UNICEF for Crowne Plaza
Accompanied by: Mr Mark Bailey, Counsellor, AusAID



Tuesday 22 July (continued)

16.30 Arrive at Crowne Plaza Café for meeting

With: Mr Henry Braun,
Director CARE Australia PNG
Mr Mark Bailey, Counsellor, AusAID

17.15 Depart Crowne Plaza for Holiday Inn
17.30 Arrive Holiday Inn - free time
18.15 Depart Holiday Inn for Ela Beach Hotel
18.30 Arrive at Ela Beach Hotel for dinner
With: Ms Ann Harrap, Acting High Commissioner,

Sir Mekere Morauta,
Leader of the Opposition, and
Lady Roslyn Morauta

21.00 Return to Holiday Inn - no further engagements



Wednesday 23 July

07.45

08.30

08.45

09.00

09.45

Breakfast at Holiday Inn

Check-out

Depart Holiday Inn for Jackson’s Airport, Port Moresby
Accompanied by: Mr Simon Fellows, Third Secretary
Arrive Jackson’s Airport, Port Moresby

Depart Port Moresby for Brisbane on QF350



AUSTRALIAN HIGH COMMISSION CONTACT DETAILS

NB: The Australian High Commission security section is staffed 24
hours a day.

Phone no: +675 325 9333 (Ext 312)
Fax no: +675 325 9183 (Security)

Ms Ann Harrap Ext 212
Acting High Commissioner Res 320 2272

Mb 683 9809
Ms Margaret Thomas Ext 314
Minister-Counsellor Res 320 3201
AusAID Mb 686 1278
Mr Mark Bailey Ext 289

Res 320 0134

Mb 682 4338
Mr Simon Fellows Ext 215
Third Secretary (Political) Res 320 0027
(Visit Controller) Mb 678 2598

AUSTRALIAN CONTACT NUMBERS

CALLING AUSTRALIA FROM PNG:

Dial: 05 61 + area code (omitting zero) + local number

e.g. 0561 26261 1111

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
Mr Geoff Tooth

Assistant Secretary, PNG Branch

Tel 0561 2 6261 2795

Fax 0561 2 6261 2332
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